
AP Book Report 
to be submitted in your portfolio along with each of the three Reading rhetorical précis
 
1.Title of Work: This should be self-evident

2.Author and Date Written: Use the date or time period when the novel was written not the date of 
publication. 

3.Country of Author: For American authors be sure to include the state or region of the country.      

4.Characters (label as major or minor) with brief descriptions of each; include at least two adjectives 
for each and brief commentary. 

The following is an example: 

Major: Lennie - Lennie is a big, awkward man with childlike behaviors. He is capable of working hard, but 
he is not capable of making decisions or of taking care of himself. 

Naïve – Lennie has a very simple mind. He’ll do whatever George tells him without question. George tells 
the story of the time he told Lennie to jump into a river, knowing that Lennie could not swim. Lennie did 
not hesitate to do what George said. Lennie never means harm; yet, he often brings harm because of his 
ignorance. Lennie accidentally kills the puppy and Curley’s wife. 

Dependent – Lennie needs George for guidance shelter, food and friendship. (Add at least one example 
from the novel as done in the previous example.)

5.Major Settings, with a description of each and its effect on the reader: If there are too many 
settings, select 2-3 representative settings. Use specific details to create a vivid image. Include a concise 
analysis of the effect of the setting on the reader, for example, Montag’s home is described as a tomb, 
lifeless. This setting gives the reader insight into the emptiness in Montag’s life.    

6.Plot Outline, brief: Include only action. Write down only what the characters do, not what they think 
or feel. You may also divide plot (action only) into the five elements of plot.

7.Major Themes of the work:  Use single words and phrases, with some elaboration of each. Be sure 
to include the author’s purpose. 

Need for social order: shelters are not build and food is not gathered when the boys do not follow rules; 
the lawless behavior of the boys results in death and ruin; the boys relinquish responsibility to the group 
and to being rescued. Golding points out man’s propensity for hate and destruction when left on his own, 
independent from a structured society. Ironically, Golding also points out that there is not system of 
government that seems to work.

8.Symbols in the book, with at least two instances where each symbol appears and commentary on the 
significance of each.

9.Other Significant Imagery: Find three examples of significant imagery, not yet mentioned in your 
report. For each example, complete the following: Write out the passage, followed by the chapter and 
page number; After each example, briefly comment on the meaning and purpose of the imagery; Do not 
restate the obvious. 

10.Significance of Title of the Work:Do not state the obvious. Consider meaning and purpose of 
the title.

11.Author’s Techniques that are important to this work: Write a brief paragraph identifying and 
explaining each additional technique. Do NOT discuss techniques previously mentioned in this report. 
Provide at least one example, include chapter and page number, to support each technique listed.

All AP Book Reports are to be typed, 12 size font. Do NOT double space your work. Follow the format 
provided. Well-organized and well-written reports are essential. These reports are not intended to be 
lengthy; however, they tend to be just that.
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